The involvement of a conserved family of RNA binding proteins in embryonic development and carcinogenesis.
Vg1 RBP is a member of a family of highly conserved proteins that appear to be involved in RNA localization, stability, and/or translational control in a wide variety of cell types and organisms. Over the last few years, the human homologs of these proteins have been found to be overexpressed in an increasing number of different kinds of cancers. Although the role of these proteins in neoplasia is not understood, results from several labs, including our own, are beginning to suggest that many of these proteins may be important in cell motility, a necessary requirement for metastasis. This paper will review these data and suggest a model for the role of Vg1 RBP and its homologs in embryonic development and carcinogenesis.